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Cold Case

Story and Photos by Linda Cicoira

ong after the crops were harvested and hun-
dreds of migrant farm laborers moved to

greener pas-

Reopened

borers who tend the vast acres of tomatoes raised
on the Eastern Shore.

Virginia Medical Examiner Dr. Leah Bush told
reporters at a press

tures, the remains
of a young man,
whom police be-
lieve was probably
a member of that
workforce, were
found in the woods
off Big Farm Road
between  Painter
and Pungoteague.
For more than
six years, this His-
panic/Latino male
— estimated to be
between 17 and 23
years old — has
not been identified.

conference last
week that the vic-
tim’s loved ones are
likely  wondering
about his where-
abouts and could be
blaming themselves
for his lack of com-
munication. “They
need closure,” she
said. And a combi-
nation of science
and art could help
bring it to them and
the families of two
others found in the
Tidewater area in

It was about noon
on Dec. 31, 2004, when a hunt club member visit-
ing the area discovered the skeleton.

“Any cases we thought may have been related,
have come up with dead ends,” Lt. Gerald Goga, an
investigator with the Accomack County Sheriff’s Of-
fice (ACSO), which is handling the inquiry, said last
week. “Whether there was foul play is still under in-
vestigation. The primary goal is to ID the remains.”

The lieutenant said the skeleton was found
about 200 yards from the building that housed
laborers. Police suspect that the man was a farm
worker because he was Hispanic as are many la-

Above: Clay sculptures recently unveiled
by the Norfolk medical examiner depict the
faces of three unidentified dead found in the
Tidewater area. The form on the far right rep-
resents remains found near Painter in 2004.
Right top: Another view of the man found
locally. Right bottom: Lt. Gerald Goga of the
Accomack County Sheriff’s Office speaks at a
press conference in Norfolk.

the last 19 years.
“The families ... agonize for years,” Bush said.
Once the remains are identified, “they no longer

the 220 unnamed skeletons in Bush’s closet and
were made of an off-white clay and marked with
the cities and/or county where they were found.
The neutral color was used to emphasize the facial
structure. In the

blame themselves for
something they had
no part in ... we al-
low them to move on
with their lives. They
can’t move forward
until they found out
what happened.”
Three clay sculp-
tured heads with
molded “facial ap-
proximations” and
mostly  guesswork
ears and hair were
displayed on three

past, wusing the
wrong skin tone or
hair color thwart-
ed identification.
In previous
eras, wigs were
used to humanize
the models and
often would cause
people to focus on
untrue aspects,
Bush said. In most
cases, it is impos-
sible to know what

pedestals  cloaked
with black material in the corner of a health de-
partment library in Norfolk where the press con-
ference was held last Friday.

The models are the first to be made available for

the ears would
look like since that cavity does not reflect shape,
unlike eye sockets, which are generally deep when

(Continued on Page 6)
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Cheriton Man Found Not Guilty of Murder in Death of Harold Moses

By Ron West

A Northampton County Jury deliber-
ated well into the night Wednesday and
concluded that Trawn Levan Stratton
was innocent on all counts stemming
from the death of Harold Moses on the
evening of August 28, 2010.

Stratton faced charges of first-degree
murder, murder during the commission
of a burglary, and use of a firearm.

Two days of testimony began Mon-
day when Accomack Commonwealth’s
Attorney Bruce Jones promised the
jury in his opening statement that
evidence would show that Stratton
planned to confront Moses about a mu-
tual girlfriend, Quadrina Ellis.

In his opening statement, defense
attorney Eric Korslund contended that
it was Moses who had set a trap for
Stratton and had attacked him with a
field-hockey stick once he reached El-
lis’ home that evening. In the ensuing
struggle, according to Korslund, Strat-
ton was forced to defend himself with
the gun he carried. Stratton was treat-
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ed at Riverside Shore Memorial Hospi-
tal for a head wound, which was closed
with several stitches.

Northampton County Sheriff’s In-
vestigator Sgt. Michelle Hallett testi-
fied that the room in which Moses was
found dead showed signs of a struggle,
with furniture in disarray and blood
splattered in several locations. She
said evidence indicated that the front
door had been kicked and two .40-cali-
ber shell casings and a bloody field-
hockey stick were found near the body.

Dr. Elizabeth Kinniston, an assistant
medical examiner from Norfolk, testi-
fied that the victim died as the result
of two gunshot wounds, one to the abdo-
men and one to the groin area. She not-
ed that the wounds fractured the pelvis
and caused extensive bleeding from the
aorta and spleen. Dr. Kinniston said she
recovered two .40-caliber bullets from
Moses’ body and they appeared to have
been shot from very close range.

Denise Meyers with the Virginia De-
partment of Forensic Science testified

Jaxon’s &
Jaxon’s Hardware
Don't jorget Mothers” Day
/Waq s411

Lots of
Gifr Ideas '!!

665-5967 - 665-5023
800-772-5023
Parksley

Siemens Digitally Programmable
Hearing Aids at Great Prices!

‘999

In-The-Canal

BOTH OFFERS INCLUDE:
FREE Hearing Test & Evaluation
100% Refund if Not Completely Satisfied in 30 days
2 Year Loss and Damage Insurance on all
New Siemens ITC and ITE purchases
Moran Hearing Aids, Inc.

P. Dennis Moran Hearing Aids -

389

“LIMITED TIME OFFER. BRING THIS AD TO RECEIVE OFFER.

799

In-The-Ear

ANALOG CLASS D CUSTOM
IN-THE-EAR HEARING AID

(757)442-3277

Wed. 8am-3pm at Colonial Sq.13C, Belle Haven

*On selected Siemens medels call for more details. No other discounts will apply.

that tests of the DNA from bloodstains
found at the scene determined that the
blood was Stratton’s, not Moses’.

Forensic scientist Robert Hart testi-
fied that the residue found on Moses’
gloves showed that the gunshots had
been fired from one inch or less.

Day two of the trial began with
Northampton County Deputy Sheriff
Roger Pike testifying that when he ar-
rived following the shooting, he found
Moses dead on the floor. Pike said
Stratton was not there.

Jones played the recording of the 911
call made by Ellis following the shoot-
ing at her home. Ellis informed the dis-
patcher that a man had been shot at
her home and the shooter had left.

Testifying about the night of the
shooting, Ellis said she had been at a
party and had seen Stratton briefly.
She testified that she and Stratton
had been in a relationship for approxi-
mately 13 years, but she had ended it
in February of 2010 and later began to
see Moses. Ellis said that on the eve-
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ning of the shooting, she left the party
about 8:30, picked up Moses, who lived
near Cheriton, then drove him to her
home, where she was with him for ap-
proximately two hours.

Under cross-examination, Ellis
stated that when she picked up Moses,
he was wearing gloves and carrying a
field-hockey stick, which he normally
did when he walked along the railroad
tracks. Ellis testified that when she
prepared to return to the party to pick
up her children and to take Moses back
to Cheriton, she left her home from the
front door and locked it behind her.
Moses was still inside and was plan-
ning to go out the back door. Ellis said
she did this whenever Moses, who was
married, was at her home so neighbors
would not know he was there. Ellis
said that as she went to her car, she
saw Stratton come around the side of
her home, carrying a gun and then she
heard a loud crash which she assumed
was the front door being broken in. She

(Continued on Page 23)
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Onancock Clerk Charged with Embezzlement

By Linda Cicoira

The Town of Onancock has a cash flow problem.
But it’s not the typical financial woes of government.
In this case, the greenbacks allegedly flowed into a
worker’s pocket.

Town officials debated Monday night whether
Onancock Town Office should stop handling cash
and accept only checks, money orders and debit/cred-
it cards to help alleviate the “temptation.” They also
bickered over strengthening policies to alert town of-
ficials about the goings on and to allow members of
Town Council to attend closed sessions held by the
Personnel Committee.

The town’s clerk/cashier, Patricia Colleen Reiber,
47, of Waterfield Street in Pungoteague, was charged
April 19 with embezzling Onancock funds “multiple”
times between March 18 and April 14, 2011. The
charge is a Class 4 felony. She is free on $7,500 un-
secured bail, may not leave Virginia or “be on any
property owned by, leased or rented by the Town of
Onancock,” according to a warrant. She did not at-
tend Monday’s meeting. A June preliminary hearing
is scheduled in Accomack General District Court.

The charges resulted from a sting operation con-
ducted by State Police Special Agent Albert R. Ashby.
On March 17, 2011, he installed a hidden camera
and VCR in the Town Office. The recordings alleg-
edly show the accused removing money from the
cash register and the petty cash drawer/envelope
and then concealing the funds and “other documents
on or about her person. On at least one occasion, in
excess of $200 paid to the town for personal-proper-
ty and real-estate taxes were embezzled by the ac-
cused,” the warrant states.

Town Manager Sandy Manter said the town hired
Reiber on March 30, 2007. Court records show she is
a native of Colorado who has lived on the Shore for
about four years.

“I do not believe that documentation has gone miss-
ing regarding payment of bills or taxes,” Manter wrote
in an e-mail on Tuesday. “However, the town will be
mailing past due notices for unpaid real-estate and
personal-property taxes soon and if residents receive
a past due notice for taxes which have been paid they
should contact the town office and bring in proof of
payment so the records can be updated.”

This is the second time an embezzlement charge
has been made against a town worker. In 2003, an
employee was convicted of the 2001 crime and paid
$8,125.97 in restitution. In the current case, town of-
ficials said they can’t disclose details about the case
because it is still under investigation.

Manter is moving away from the area and has
resigned, effective June 1. Her administrative assis-
tant also is leaving.

At the meeting Monday, Councilman Travis Brad-
ley complained that he wasn’t told about the alleged
embezzlement. He said he had to hear about it from

a friend who saw it on TV. “I had not at that point
heard anything about it and still have not had any
official communication or notification regarding this
issue,” Bradley said. “It is my understanding that
members of the Personnel Committee knew about
this days in advance. While I certainly understand
the sensitivities of the issue, I am shocked that as a
member of Council, I did not receive ... communica-
tion of any kind before this story was picked up by
the news media, and still have not.”

“Additionally, last Monday I was informed minutes
before the public that the town manager was resign-
ing and I understand that members of the Personnel
Committee knew of this for much longer,” Bradley
said. “I find the withholding of information on what I
consider to be a crucial issue to be troublesome.”

Councilman George Miles was equally concerned
about the lack of communication. He said he learned
about the embezzlement charge while attending church.

In the end, a 4-2 vote directed Council and the
mayor to review rules on alerting members about
such matters. Members Michelle Marsh and Fletch-
er Fosque joined Bradley and Miles in that quest.
Councilmen Richard Pearsall and Chris LaMon-
tagne were opposed. LaMontagne is the Personnel
Committee’s chairman.

Bradley also wanted Council to be allowed to at-
tend closed sessions of the Personnel Committee
where hiring discussions are conducted. “The other
members of Council are given no information of this
process but are asked to vote on the choice of the
Personnel Committee” after reviewing someone’s re-
sume “for a few minutes prior to the vote,” Bradley
said, reading from a prepared statement.

That motion passed, 3-2, with Pearsall and
LaMontagne opposed and Fosque abstaining, saying
the vote was being rushed.

As committee chairman, LaMontagne was offend-
ed. He wanted the responsibilities of council vs. com-
mittee to be made clear. “If you want the job, Travis,
just tell me; you can have it.”

In unison, the gallery of town citizens booed the
comment. At the end of the meeting, both Manter
and LaMontagne apologized for not alerting the oth-
ers after Reiber was charged. “Sorry if that causes
any embarrassment to you,” said Manter. “It was just
an oversight on my part.”

LaMontagne explained that he also found out about
the charges when the TV news reported it. “I did not
know (at that time) that an arrest was made.” He ad-
mitted to being privy to the investigation, but had to
remain mum about it until the probe was completed.

“I think that the apologies offered by Councilman
LaMontagne and the town manager were reluctant
and too little too late,” Bradley said Tuesday. “How-
ever, I think the motion I made regarding council noti-
fication of pertinent personnel issues and the motion I
made to allow all council members to attend open and

closed sessions of Personnel Committee meetings, will
prevent such circumstances from arising again.”

The town is hoping to receive public comment
about the best way to receive cash payments. While
some want to stop taking cash in June, others see it
as a problem for residents who don’t have checking
accounts.

Resident Liz Omps suggested the town keep the
cameras in place. “The motivation to steal would be
less,” she said.

Shirley Zamora was mayor in 2001. She said it
was suggested then that money be put in a locked
drawer after every transaction. Zamora was opposed
to eliminating cash payments. “You’re not under-
standing the culture,” she said. “You cannot be that
cavalier. You can’t penalize” the public “because you
don’t have your act together.”

That speech caused LaMontagne to withdraw his
motion until the next meeting.

Council also set a public hearing for the town’s bud-
get, which includes a 2 percent hike in the real-estate
tax rate, and granted a special-use permit to Realtor
Nancy James, who wants to renovate the former Social
Services building. Her plans include four upscale up-
stairs apartments, with business space below.

The next council session will be at 6:30 p.m. May
9 in Town Hall.
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Police & Court Postings

By Linda Cicoira

Plea Deal Offered to Court
in Gun-Running Case

The Eastern Shore of Virginia has
long been know for its wild ponies,
acres of farmland and great fishing

ment Detective Gary Britton, Bobby Lee
Henderson, 25, of Townsend and Larry
Nottingham, 29, of Eastville pleaded

spots. But among the gang-
sters of New Jersey’s capital
city, the area is recognized
now for another sought-after
commodity — firearms.
Trayle Beasley, 30, of Tren-
ton grew up on the Shore. His
Facebook profile says he once
attended Northampton High
School. On Monday in Mercer
County (N.dJ.) Superior Court,

guilty recently to illegal trans-
fer of firearms charges in agree-
ments with New Jersey pros-
ecutors. The detective says he
expects the two to get probation.

Two other men wanted in
connection with the gun-run-
ning operation are Johnathan
Johnson, also known as dJ-
Rock, 29, of Cape Charles and
Amoie Smith, a citizen of Ja-

Beasley pleaded guilty to
gun running and possession
of weapons.

According to reports, Beasley so-
licited others from the Cape Charles,
Townsend and Eastville areas to pro-
vide him with the weapons. One ac-
cused accomplice would either pur-
chase or gather weapons for Beasley
or would coordinate meetings. Beas-
ley, also known as Lawrence Upshur,
Dread and TT, was accused of buying
the guns with money, marijuana or
other narcotics.

One of the weapons has been linked
to the 2009 murder of a 13-year-old girl.
The shooting was considered retaliation
by a gang on behalf of a member who
was disrespected by another gang, ac-
cording to Web site www.trentonian.com

Beasley’s plea was part of a deal
with prosecutors that could land him
up to 14 years in prison. Sentencing
is set for May 31. He remains in the
Mercer County Correction Center on
$250,000 cash bail.

Charges against Beasley involved
50 guns, including an AK-47 assault
rifle. Prosecutors said he preferred to
sell the revolvers because they don’t
leave shell casings at crime scenes. He
was originally charged with leading a
gun trafficking network, second-degree
conspiracy and unlawful possession of
a firearm. The maximum sentence is
20 years in prison and a $500,000 fine.

According to Trenton Police Depart-

Beasley

maica, who was living in Tren-
ton and has returned home.
Britton said Johnson is “still
on the run. He has a lot of questions
to answer to.” The detective said once
the charges were filed against Beasley,
retaliation violence on both the Shore
and Trenton has been suspected.
Britton said Smith “would accompa-
ny Beasley on many trips” between Vir-
ginia and New Jersey. “Laws in Virginia
are a lot less stringent,” the detective
said. There is “no accountability of per-
sonal sale of a handgun.” He explained
that in his state, one cannot legally sell
a gun to a friend without a criminal his-
tory and screening being done.
Accomack Circuit Court
According to court records, last week
in Accomack Circuit Court:
eLeroy Handy, 62, of Payne Road in
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Bloxom was acquitted of stealing a fil-
tration system on June 17, 2010, that
belonged to Lynn Gayle and was stored
in a farm shed.

eDijon Ryheem Smith, 18, of Tun-
nels Mill Road in New Church was sen-
tenced to a total of 13 years in prison for
the robbery of Shane Stambaugh and
use of a firearm in the Oct. 10, 2010,
crime. Seven years were suspended.
Restitution of $106.05 was ordered.

eJohnny George Abbott Jr., 60, of
Estate Lane in Parksley was sentenced
to three years in prison for driving af-
ter being declared an habitual offend-
er. All but a year and six months of the
term was suspended. He also was sen-
tenced to 12 months in jail for a second
offense of DUI, to run consecutively.
All but six months was suspended and
his driver’s license was suspended for
three years.

eKeenen S. Goodwine, 18, of Nocks
Landing Road in Atlantic was sen-
tenced to seven years for robbing Pat-
rick Thomas of money, with all but 1.5
years suspended. He also was sentenced
to three years for use of a firearm in the
April 13,2010, incident. The terms were
set to run consecutively. Restitution of

$133.33 was ordered. The incidents
occurred at Thomas’ home on Groton
Town Road in Mappsville.

eJernell Andre Pettit, 19, of Nelso-
nia Road in Nelsonia was sentenced
to a total of 18 years for two counts of
robbing José Gomez and Benigno On-
tiveros Martinez of property, and two
counts of use of a firearm. The inci-
dents occurred on July 26, 2010. Ten
years of the terms were suspended and
an indeterminate probationary period
was given. Pettit also was ordered to
pay Gomez $133.33 and Martinez $10
in restitution.

eBonnie Lou Thompson, 50, of
Seabreeze Drive on Chincoteague
pleaded guilty to possessing cocaine on
Nov. 4, 2010. Judgement was withheld
under First Offender’s Status. She was
ordered to do 100 hours of community
service and her driver’s license was
suspended for six months.

eStorm Carter, 59, of Second Street in
Keller and Joseph Lamont Washington,
33, of Exmore were convicted of grand
larceny in connection with the June 20,
2010, theft of property from A to Z Fur-
niture Store. Presentence reports and
guidelines were ordered.
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built-ins, beautiful country kitchen, laundry rm.,
full bathroom, screened porch, deck. 2nd floor - 3 BRs, full bath. Also 1-car reno-
vated garage, new sidewalks, stone driveway, landscaping & much more.
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the eyes are set farther back in the
head.

“It’s based on science but it’s basi-
cally art,” she said, adding that com-
puter imaging plays a big role. In other
cases, after an ID was made, the sculp-
tures and photos taken before death
turned out to be remarkably similar.

The slope of the nose can often be
determined by bone in the bridge. The
chin was considered an important
characteristic of the Accomack subject.

Bush said many times when skel-
etons are found, the heads are miss-
ing because scavengers (raccoons and
rodents) drag them off or they become
detached over time and roll away from
the scene. She said the new sculpture
process is also superior because a plas-
tic skeleton replica is made so the real
skull can be preserved. “They’re clean.
They’re dry. They don’t smell,” she said.
And when “predetermined markers”
are filled with clay, they don’t dam-
age the bones, which may be needed as
evidence in criminal trials, she added.
Only a third are suspected homicides.

Another case that was presented
involved an African-American male,
also estimated at between 17 and 23
years old, and found on Aug. 2, 1996,
in an abandoned cinderblock factory at
2236 Randolph St. in Portsmouth. “The
mostly skeletonized partly putrefied re-
mains were found ... by children play-
ing in the area.” One or both hands were
not recovered. The victim was wearing
a hooded green, white, and maroon,
short-sleeved T-shirt, imprinted with
“RUBA”; striped blue and white Levi
Strauss Silver Tabs denim shorts; gray
socks; and Fruit of the Loon size 30-32
brief-style underwear. Officials said his
unusual teeth could help in learning
the victim’s identification. Portsmouth
Police Department is handling the case.

The third sculpture was that of a
35- to 50-year-old woman recovered on
April 7, 1992, adjacent to a warehouse
at 231 Enterprise Dr. in Newport
News. That city’s police department is
investigating. One or more of her limbs
were not recovered. Officials are un-
sure of her race. The victim was wear-
ing a light colored short-sleeved shirt
and boxer shorts and black and white
size 7.5 tennis shoes. Found nearby
were a pair of Jordache blue jeans.

The cause of death in all three cases
was not made available. Information
also was gathered from DNA taken
from the bones.

The efforts made by the FBI’s Fo-
rensic Anthropology Services at Quan-
tico were only half of the presentation.
The event was aimed at pushing pub-
lic awareness of the National Missing
and Unidentified Persons System Web
site www.namus.gov This free data-
base system is available to everyone
interested in solving missing- and un-
identified-person cases, but is geared
toward families of missing persons,
law enforcement, medical examiners/
coroners and victim advocates.

Rochelle Altholz, the medical exam-
iner’s statewide administrator, urged
relatives of missing persons to give
their DNA to police using a mouth
swab that would only be included in
the identification databanks.

In the Accomack case, the database re-
vealed that the man was healing from a
fracture of the nasal bones before he died.
He also had signs of a spinal condition.

He was wearing boys’ size 16 Open
Trails blue jeans, a yellow shirt with the
sleeves torn off, green brief-style under-
wear size 34-36 and blue flip-flops. With
the remains was a “red patterned wool
blanket,” wooden prayer beads (a rosa-
ry), a gold-tone chain with a gold-tone
square pendant of Jesus Christ and a
gold-tone half-a-heart charm.

One or more limbs were not recov-
ered, according to the Web site and one
or more hands were not found. He was
estimated to be 5 feet, 2 inches tall. His
hair color is listed as black.

Goga said he is not certain why the
Accomack case was selected to be in-
cluded in the presentation. “I assume
it was just the luck of the draw since
they were focusing on Tidewater cases
this time around.”

Ironically, the focus brought the
case to the public for the first time as
local media were never given informa-
tion about the remains when they were
found. The case were first posted on
the Web site on July 9, 2009, and last
updated on March 30, 2011.

Goga said not all the workers and
crew leaders return to the same camp
every year, which makes identification
even more difficult.



Northampton Proposes Budget

By Ron West

The Northampton County Board of
Supervisors Monday hammered out
a county budget to be sent to public
hearing.

The supervisors agreed to hold the
line on the budget overall to prevent a

tax increase. While the final figures for
each department were not available,
the bottom line is level funding with
some minor changes. Under the pro-
posed budget, the school budget would
include an increase of $107,000 over
the current budget.

Bay Blue Crab Population Improving

Virginia and Maryland fishery manag-
ers have announced that the Chesapeake
Bay’s blue-crab population is at its second
highest level since 1997 and well above
the target for the third year in a row.

The results of the 2011 Blue Crab
Winter Dredge Survey indicate that
management measures put into place
in 2008 to conserve female crabs are
working. Overall crab abundance,
however, declined due to this past win-
ter’s deep freeze that killed as many as
31 percent of Maryland’s adult crabs,
compared to about 11 percent in 2010.

“Clearly, we’re on the right path
and this drop in crab abundance just

means it will take a bit longer to com-
pletely rebuild the stock,” said Virginia
Secretary of Natural Resources Doug
Domenech. At 460 million crabs, the
Chesapeake Bay’s blue crab popula-
tion is nearly double the record low of
249 million in 2007.

“The bay’s blue crab population is
healthy and now is showing signs of re-
siliency, thanks to our stock rebuilding
efforts with our Maryland partners,”
said Virginia Marine Resources Com-
missioner Steven G. Bowman. “Some
stock management challenges remain,
but the evidence shows we’re going in
the right direction.”

Teens Can Try for Jobs, Scholarship

A variety of opportunities are being
offered for Shore youth.

eChincoteague National Wildlife
Refuge will host Youth Conserva-
tion Corps (YCC) camp this summer.
YCC offers summer employment to
youth, ages 15 through 18, interested
in conservation-related career fields.
The eight-week program will run
from mid-June through mid-August,
depending upon school calendars. En-
rollees will reside at home and com-
mute daily to the refuge. They will
earn federal minimum wage while
working 40 hours per week, Monday
through Friday. For more information
or to request an application, call Chin-
coteague National Wildlife Refuge at
336-6122 or visit www.fws.gov/north-
east/chinco or the Herbert H. Bate-
man Educational and Administrative
Center. The deadline for enrollee ap-
plication is today, April 29.

eThe Marine Science Consortium is
offering a 12-week fall internship (Aug.
29-Nov. 11) for two high-school seniors
interested in marine biology. For six

hours a week, interns will help the
college program coordinator prepare
equipment and aquaria for classes.
They will have the opportunity to go
along on college field trips to Wallops
Island and on MSC research boats.
They will develop an independent proj-
ect, to be presented at the end of the
internship. Applicants must be at least
16 years old by the first day of the in-
ternship and must have completed
their junior year of high school. All ap-
plication materials must be in by May
13. Visit the Marine Science Consor-
tium’s Web site (www.msconsortium.
org) for complete position and applica-
tion details or contact Jaime Belanger,
College Program coordinator, at 824-
5636 or college@msconsortium.org

eThe LAB-CTB Loving Parents
group is accepting applications for the
Bobby O’Neal Ballard Scholarship,
aimed at encouraging Arcadia High
School students to pursue business
management, law or medicine. Appli-
cations, due by May 1, are available at
the school Guidance Office.
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Public Notice
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) - Baltimore District
Soliciting Interest in the Formation of Restoration Advisory Board (RAB)
for Wallops Flight Facility (WFF)

CHINCOTEAGUE, VA - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE),
Baltimore District is seeking input from stakeholders (residents, tenants,
and interested parties) regarding the establishment of a Department of
Defense (DoD) Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) to enhance the public
involvement in the ongoing environmental studies and restoration activi-
ties for the Wallops Flight Facility (WFF) Formerly Used Defense Site
(FUDS). The FUDS restoration effort is focused on specific sites within the
WFEF where U.S. Navy operations were conducted between 1942 and 1959.

The purpose of a DoD RAB is to create a forum for exchanging informa-
tion between the community and the Army Corps of Engineers regarding
the environmental restoration projects for the site in accordance with the
Defense Environmental Restoration Program (DERP). The Department of
the Army recognizes the importance of stakeholder participation in DERP;
therefore, USACE Baltimore District is soliciting people interested in
working with USACE for the establishment of a RAB.

The RAB will include community members who reflect the diverse inter-
ests of the local community. RAB members will be asked to review and
comment on plans and technical documents relating to the ongoing en-
vironmental studies and restoration activities at WFE RAB members will
have the opportunity to provide comments that may accelerate the restora-
tion. Members will also be expected to serve as voluntary liaison between
the community and the USACE Baltimore District and be available to meet
with community members and/or groups. RAB members will receive no
compensation for their service. RAB meetings will be open to the public.
RAB members will be expected to serve a 1- to 2-year term and attend
RAB meetings regularly.

Forms from interested parties will be reviewed by a selection panel. The
selection panel will make recommendations to the USACE District Com-
mander for approval of RAB members. The selection panel members will
be representatives from the USACE Baltimore District, National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration (NASA), Virginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality (VADEQ), the community, and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).

The initial meeting to form the RAB will be held on May 26, 2011 from 6-8
pm at the Wallops Visitors Center, located within Building J-20 on Virginia
Highway Route 175 (near Chincoteague Island). For more information, or
to obtain a community interest form, please contact Joyce Conant, USACE
Baltimore District, Public Affairs Office, at 410-962-2809 or by e-mail at
Joyce.Conant@usace.army.mil.
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Community

Potes

As part of the main-
tenance process for the
Cape Charles water
tank, the Public Utili-
_ ok ties Department has
.g‘// drained the water tank

y to allow for its maintenance.

The interior of the tank also will
be painted.

Water has been stored in reserve
tanks at the water plant. The work is
expected to last through May.

During this period, residents may
experience some fluctuations in water
pressure.

The water system has been test-
ed and monitored to ensure that the
town’s water supply would not be
compromised during this period. Even
though the town is confident that there
will be an ample water supply, officials
are asking residents to conserve water
during this time.

Chincoteague
! National Wild-
life Refuge Man-
ager Lou Hinds
has announced
that both the
Woodland Trail

! g’! v and the Herbert H.
' Bateman  Educational
[ and Administrative Center will

close temporarily during May.

A paving project has been ap-
proved to resurface the Woodland Trail,
which will close beginning Monday,
May 2. Depending upon the weather,

1 Assateague

work is expected to be complete before
Memorial Day.

The Herbert H. Bateman Education-
al and Administrative Center will be
closed to public access all day on May
3. During this time, seasonal cleaning
and maintenance will occur, resulting
in the dismantling and reassembly of
some indoor plumbing and public use
facilities. The visitor center will reopen
on Wednesday, May 4.

The 3rd Annual
Spring Fling in Onley
will be held May 28,
with a rain date of
May 30. There will be lots of
yard sales (spaces can be rented ™
from Onley Fire & Rescue Co.) and
SPOTS will be selling coffee, water,
pastries and plants as well as having
a train display for the children.

For more information or to be in-
cluded on the participant list, contact
Onley Town Office at 787-3985.

Tangier Island is
competing in a Read-
er's Digest Sweep-
stakes for $75,000 in
cash and prizes. The

island would apply the
winnings toward a much need-
ed seawall.

“Three weeks ago we were the
800th, ‘most cheered for town in Amer-
ica, now we are at number 22 and clos-
ing in on number 21" said life-long
resident Carol Pruitt Moore.

Tangier is competing with cities
and towns with populations exceeding
500,000. Tangier has approximately
500 residents and just a handful of
those residents own a computer.

To “cheer” for Tangier requires Inter-

Tangier

Bundick Well &
Pump Company

Water & Sewage
Systems
Crane Service

“We make our
customers
our friends”

442-5555 o Painter ® 824-3555

Providing Waste
Disposal
Solutions for the
Eastern Shore

Davie 3>
e
MEPHEA -

We Care for the Shore
Office - 757-442-7979
Fax - 757-442-7099

Upcoming Town Meetings
Monpay, MAy 2

eBelle Haven Town Council - 7 p.m.,
ESO building

¢Chincoteague Town Council -

6 p.m., Council Chambers

eExmore Town Council - 7 p.m.,
Town Hall

¢Onley Town Council - 6:30 p.m.,
Firehouse

¢Saxis Town Council - 7 p.m.,
Town Hall

Tugspay, May 3

¢Cape Charles Planning Commission
- 6 p.m., Council Chambers
eWachapreague Town Council - 7:30
p-m., Town Office

WEDNESDAY, MAy 4
eKeller Town Council - 7:30 p.m.,
Town Hall

THURSDAY, MAY 5
eHallwood - 6:30 p.m., Town Office

net access to the Reader’s Digest Web
site. Moore continued, “We managed to
get over 60,000 ‘cheers’ to put us in the
running by telling our friends and fam-
ily, who in turn tell their friends and
family. But we could use some help.”
There are a couple of ways to help
Tangier Island. Go to the Reader’s Di-
gest Web site, click on sweepstakes,
then “We Hear You, America!” or go to
http://wehearyouamerica.readers  di-
gest.com/ Once there, enter Tangier, VA
or zip code, 23440. Then cheer 10 times.
You can cheer every day until May 16.
If you are on Facebook, go to the Save
Tangier Island from Disappearing page
and follow links to the Reader’s Digest
Sweepstake page and updates.

| Soar 2011, a
' fund-raising gala
and dance at the
former Onancock
High School, will
be held Saturday,
May 7, from 6:30
to 10 p.m. at the school.
Tlckets purchased before April
30 are $45 for the Friends of Onan-
cock Schools and $50 for the general
public. After April 30, they are $55 for all.
The event will feature an art auc-
tion, followed by a dance. Proceeds will
help build the new community and cul-
tural center at the school.

Onancock

Landfill Fees Waived

May 7 in Accomack

Accomack County’s “Spring Clean”
will be held Saturday, May 7. The Ac-
comack County Board of Supervisors
has waived landfill tipping fees for
residential waste and recyclable mate-
rials brought in that day. The tipping
fee waiver does not apply to businesses
or 